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Walking in the Country Park?
A warm welcome awaits you at The Bell in Odell
Just walk through the park along the main bridleway on to
Horsefair Lane and 150 yards along the road you will find us
serving a fine selection of ales, wines, gins and excellent food.
Walkers, cyclists, dog walkers and children will find a warm
welcome. As will visitors arriving by car, as there’s parking to
the front and rear.
Facebook — TheBellinOdell Tel — 01234 910850
Website — thebellinodell.co.uk
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10th
Anniversary
Edition
The Quarterly Magazine of
The Friends of Harrold-Odell Country Park
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Harrold-Odell Country Park
Winners of the National

for
Excellence in Green Spaces
for the 11th consecutive year

Future Events in the Park
Health Walks:
These are organised every other Thursday at 10.30am and last
one hour. We meet outside the back entrance to the Dragonfly
Café, overlooking the woods. This is part of a national scheme
sponsored by Macmillan Cancer Support & the Ramblers Association, to improve your general health & wellbeing and to provide the
opportunity to meet new people and socialise. Leaders: Janet
Munro & Lindsey Alton. For more information please call Janet
Munro on 07585 908821 or email janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk
Future dates: Oct 4th,18th; Nov 1st, 15th, 29th; Dec 13th,

Friends’ Task Days:
These happen on the last Monday of every month. Come to the
Ranger’s Office inside the café at 10am. Assist the regular volunteers with the general conservation tasks around the park. We
supply refreshments, tools & work gloves; you come with a packed
lunch, suitable clothing and sturdy footwear. Tasks generally last
until 3pm but you can participate for as long or as short a time as
you like. For more information please call Richard Dowsett on
07792 721866 or email Richard.dowsett@bedford.gov.uk
Future Dates: Oct 29th, Nov 26, Dec 17th.

Wassailing 2019

This increasingly popular event will be held in the Park on the
Friday 18th Jan at 6.00pm (meet in top car park). Because of
limited space, it is vital that you book by contacting Janet Munro
on 07585 908821 or email janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk
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Outdoor Classroom
Built with a donation
from NextEnergy UK,
this facility is available to visiting
schools.

Friends of Harrold-Odell
Country Park
Carlton Road, Harrold, MK43 7DS
Tel 01234 720016

Newsletter No.40

Learning Area
Created adjacent to
the outdoor classroom,
it provides a working
area for pupils and a
picnic area for other
visitors.

Autumn 2018

Happy Birthday
to the
Friends’ Newsletter
Community Orchard
A collection of the
fruit tress that made
Bedfordshire famous,
created by volunteers
and staff.
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With this edition
we have completed over
TEN YEARS
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The Friends of HOCP

Dragonfly Pond Boardwalk
Providing access for everyone to the Dragonfly Pond
(the Pond was one of the

The ‘Friends’ was formed in 2007 with the support of the
Local Authority which at the time was Bedfordshire County
Council. The idea was to create a fully independent body
that could support volunteers working in the Park and which
could apply for and manage income, grants and donations.;
these funds to be used to improve the environment of the
Park for both the visiting public and the wildlife.
The 2007 Constitution stipulated that the Friends should
elect a committee made up of a chairman, treasurer, and
secretary and that these ‘officers’ should be joined by coopted members. The purpose of the Committee was, and is,
to “foster and promote the activities of HOCP at all levels

first projects undertaken by
the Friends).
Interpretive Board - one
of many funded by the
Friends around the Park.

Nesting Boxes for Birds & Bats
Two of the wildlife projects that
are supported by the Friends.

in providing opportunities for outdoor recreation, wildlife
conservation, education and for raising awareness of countryside activities”.

Working Compound
Funded jointly with
Bedford Borough
Council, this provides
a storage and working area for staff
and volunteers.

In practice this means ensuring that the available funds are
used to support the work of the many volunteers who work
with the Park Staff on a regular basis, to maintain and improve the Park. This support involves paying for protective
clothing; materials; tools and their maintenance; and paying
for training and the regular maintenance of all the kit we
use.
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Projects funded by the Friends
Main Bird Hide
re-built after a fire
destroyed the original
one.

Our regular income comes from donations left by visitors
using the car parks. As part of the conservation work undertaken by our volunteers, we run a logging business and retain
a percentage of the income, the balance going to Bedford
Borough Council as managers of the Park.
Big projects such as the construction of bird hides, the
boardwalk, outdoor classroom and pond dipping platform are
paid for by donations from private donors, councils and businesses such as NextEnergy UK, the owners of the windfarm
at Podington.

Pond-dipping platform
Funded jointly with Harrold
Parish Council, this provides a
facility for schools and visiting groups.

Over the years the Committee has worked very closely with
Bedford Borough Council. Austerity has reduced the number
of joint-funded projects so that these days most projects
are funded and managed by the Friends with the Local Authority contributing where it can.
The Friends’ Committee is extremely grateful
for the donations it has received over the
years from the public, Bedford Borough Council, Harrold
Parish Council, and NextEnergy UK. We also acknowledge
the efforts of our volunteers, who help the Park to achieve
the Green Flag Award year on year. Their efforts and
those of the staff encourage the public to visit the Park
and to donate to its improvement.

New Bird Hide
Situated alongside the
path on the Harrold
side of the main lake,
it’s ideal for spotting
winter visitors
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We undertake to continue to use all donated funds to
improve the Park for our visitors and the wildlife.
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Before the Country Park [circa 1970—80]

The First Newsletter

A while back, students from a Bedford college visited the Park to
make a short video as part of their coursework. In the process
they interviewed visitors and asked them what drew them to the
Park. A common answer was, “the peace and quiet”.
This is a far cry from the noise and dust clouds that characterised its origins as a sand and gravel quarry. The city of Milton
Keynes, the M1 motorway and part of Thurleigh airfield all used
materials from here.
Set out here are images from the industrial past of the Park.

Looking across Grebe Lake from the Rabbit Warren towards Little Odell

From the Rabbit Warren
towards Odell, across the
Silt Lake
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It all started with an advert!

The working quarry—the bed of Grebe Lake

If anyone can take credit
for the formation of the
Friends group, it’s Rosemary
Barrett. It all started when
Rosemary was employed by
Bedfordshire County Council
at Bromham Mill.
Circumstances arose that resulted in Rosemary being loaned
to our Park on a part-time basis. In time this became a commitment solely to our park where she worked with Richard
Dowsett and Lyndsey Bignell.

Sand & gravel washing and
grading plant on the site of the
Rabbit Warren

Purely by chance, Rosemary came across an offer of money
to buy wheelchairs. The only condition was that the application had to come from a properly constituted group with a
bank account. At the time, Richard was working with a small
group of volunteers who came to the park on a Monday morning to take part in conservation work. Rosemary persuaded
these volunteers to form a ‘Friends’ group on the understanding that it would not involve anything other than setting up a committee to manage the grant and any others that
may come their way. And yes—we did get the wheelchairs!
From this small beginning the Friends group has grown to
over 70 people with over half actively involved in the Park.
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When it really was a Visitors’ Centre
Look Familiar? The outside of the
Visitors’ Centre has changed little
since it was built in the 1980s but
inside it was quite a different
story. It was designed as a bird
hide and Visitors’ Centre. It should
have been located nearer the bank
of Grebe Lake so that the large
windows could be used to full effect.
The health & safety gang put a stop to the location — it
would flood. Well they got that wrong!
Inside there were displays that illustrated the past and
the natural history of the Park.

Volunteer ‘Friends of the Park’ supervised the displays and
were available to answer visitor questions. The leading light
in this was Greta Crookall, who is commemorated in the Park.

Then, as now, the
volunteers found
time to socialise.
But then they had
dedicated space
to do it!
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