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At the end of October we 
said a  fond farewell to Janet 
Monro, here with a unique 
present from Friends and 
volunteers created specially 
by Peter Schwartz. 

She has worked 13 years in 
HOCP supported by over 25 
active volunteers who add 
different skills to all parts of 
the park.

It was an emotional evening 
and we wish her a long and 
happy retirement.

Her large group of Healthy Walkers also said a fond farewell to her. Here 
amongst other presents she was presented with a Tilley hat. Very useful for 
future fishing trips. 

At the end of November we said a warm welcome to our new Park Warden  
Ed Green. We are looking forward to working with him in the future.
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September

The right-hand nature 
reserve pond; poor quality 
willow has been coppiced 
and the nearby ditches 
cleared of rubbish.

Two of the weekly Monday 
team were busy getting the 
compound ready to cut rings  
for splitting.

Grebe Lake has seen the  worst 
outbreak of blue-green algae 
in recent years hence the awful 
smell in places.



4 Volunteering at Harrold Odell Country Park

After a well-earned lunch 
break the teams were off 
again to continue the work.

The rest of the weekly 
Monday team were 
clearing the dyke 
running from the culvert 
through Otter Holt and 
working on protecting 
the eroded river bank.



Examples of work done by volunteers - September, October and November 2021 5

More rings were cut and then 
split and stacked to dry out
before being sold as firewood.

The clearing of the dyke 
at Otter Holt is still taking 
place to give easier access for 
surplus water to the river.
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Clearing up in the 
nature  reserve is 
progressing well 
while it is still dry.

The work cutting 
down erosion  
where the two 
streams meet is 
progressing well.
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Money from selling wood, 
duck food and from parking  
is amongst other things used 
to fund training on strimmers 
and brush cutters.

Theory first and then all 
the new knowledge is 
put to good use around 
the park.
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On a nice warm day the grass 
around the car park was cut.

All the necessary tools were 
loaded up to give the area 
around the playground  
by the Odell  entrance a 
proper makeover.

On a very wet morning 
bags with  grain kindly 
donated by a local 
farmer were filled so the 
ducks won’t go hungry. 
The workshop was also 
tidied up.
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Today we did the annual  
brush cutting and raking 
away the nettles growing
on the butterfly banks in
the river meadow. Rather
hard work not helped by
the lack of  fuel situation. 
All the nettles were 
placed in big hippo bags 
and dragged  to the 
fireplace instead of using 
the Land Rover.
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The monthly group has 
been busy. A new member 
cutting and preparing 
binders for the new
fence at Otter Holt.

Trimming the inside of the 
perimeter hedge and the 
outside of the hedge around 
the orchard.
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With both the bed of the 
stream and bank now so 
well protected with some 
excellent spiling work done 
there should be no erosion 
when the overspill water 
from the lake finds its way 
to the river.

The work in Otter Holt 
protecting the bed of 
the stream and the bank 
is completed.

October
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Today there was a 
refresher course on 
use of chainsaws. In the 
morning it was theory 
and maintenance of the 
chain saws. 

In the afternoon it 
was practical work in 
the compound. Every 
volunteer using machines 
is properly trained and 
given refresher courses 
ever so often.
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While the chainsaw 
training took place others 
were clearing out the 
banks of the pond in the 
nature reserve. It was 
hard work and rather 
smelly with so much 
rotten, organic material at 
the bottom of the pond.

 Everything needed a good 
wash after that work.
Hopefully not sawing the 
branch he was sitting on!
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The following day the work 
continued with a good fire 
and not quite so deep in 
mud and water.

The last effort of  the day 
pulling out a tree trunk 
from the smelly water.
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This year we were mystery 
shopped because of COVID.

We have achieved the 
Green Flag 14th year in 
a row, scoring maximum 
points again, repeating 
our performance during 
the face to face judgment 
we had in 2019.



16 Volunteering at Harrold Odell Country Park

The big machine was 
needed again to transport 
Janet’s throne to its new 
place near the education 
hub.  It was tested and 
approved by Janet.

The useful wood from 
the pond clearing area 
in the nature reserve 
was transported to the 
compound.
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Orders for firewood  
are coming in thick and 
fast so 4 volunteers 
spend a whole day 
cutting and splitting 
wood in the compound. 

 Janet Monro is retiring at
the end of October and the 
volunteers had the 
opportunity to spend a 
good day with Ed Green 
who will take over the job 
as Country Park Warden.
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After the  grass cutting 
during the summer a 
new ongoing job has 
started; using the leaf 
blower and broom to 
clear a never ending lot 
of leaves to make the 
paths safe to walk on.
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 Clearing the ditch towards 
the river in Otter Holt is 
ongoing. Never seen or felt 
so many large nettles! Once 
done the water should be 
able to flow more freely and 
prevent some flooding.

A long term 
volunteer is 
responsible for 
creating almost 
all the wooden 
signs in the park.
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The lettering on the finger  posts 
have been changed from yellow 
to dark green by a volunteer. 
Now they can be read easily 
from a distance.

A number of large carvings 
including the bench at the 
end of Grebe Lake and the 
two fish benches are created 
by these two wood carvers. 
Janet’s throne was secured 
with metal rods to keep it in 
place when finally placed in 
front of the education hut.
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The new green flag is now 
flying proudly in the park.

The areas around the dog 
bins have been cleared so 
no excuses for not using 
them. The worst thing 
some people do is to 
throw the poo bags into  
a hedge. Not nice when 
you cut through them  
on a warm day!!
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The bark was also taken to 
the fire site to clear up the 
compound.

The compound has 
had a big clean out. 
Sawdust has been 
taken to the fire site 
to be spread over 
the drive.
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The writing on the finger 
posts is still being updated 
with dark green paint so 
they are easier to read. 
This is quite a job with  
text on both sides.

The scrap wood was  
transported to the
shelter belt for habitat.
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The clearing of the ditch 
to the river in Otter 
Holt is quite a job. After 
rainfall there was a fair 
bit of water and mud in 
the ditch not making the 
job any easier.

Before ….

... and after 

but getting closer to 
have the job done. It 
has been quite a job 
but hopefully it will cut 
down flooding of Otter 
Holt during the winter.
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November

 At the same time a 
massive storm has left us 
with a lot of extra work. 
The Monday team started 
the clearing up and we the 
Tuesday team did a lot
more clearing up but we 
left some of the pleasure 
to the Wednesday team.

The Monday team is 
pressing on with the new 
bridge in Otter Holt.
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A lot of progress was 
made  by the Tuesday 
team. At least the path 
is cleared again.
In the afternoon we 
were working in the 
farmer’s field cutting up 
the massive top of the 
fallen willow.
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 Plus the ongoing job 
of clearing the paths 
of leaves.

A fallen ash by 
the picnic  area 
was dealt with.
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More good progress 
building the new bridge
was made by the 
Monday Team. 

Plus the ditch in Otter 
Holt is now almost 
cleared right out to  
the river.

An extra little helper  
was around today.
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Cutting materials in 
the nature reserve in 
preparation for future 
hedge laying. An autumn/
winter job after the 
nesting birds have left.

Still plenty to clear 
up after the storm. 
This time in the 
nature reserve.

 Changing yellow to dark 
green on all signs. Job 
nearly finished.
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The ditch through Otter 
Holt  to the river has 
finally been cleared after 
weeks of hard work.  
A bonfire got rid of  
some of the brash.

The cattle are on 
their way home 
having finished their 
summer job grazing 
the meadow.
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The work on the bridge in 
Otter Holt is getting closer  
to being finished.



32 Volunteering at Harrold Odell Country Park

The Monday team have  
nearly finished the new 
bridge in Otter Holt and 
it is looking great.

 There has been more 
activity in the compound 
creating wood for sale. 
Some of the money 
earned was spent 
purchasing two new 
much needed chainsaws.
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It had to be guided 
back to the lake and a 
path to the water was 
created for easy access. 
Fortunately, there was a 
happy ending to this job 
with a happy swan back 
on the lake.

This time last year we 
had  a very unusual job; 
a swan had landed in 
the compound with not 
enough space to take 
off again.
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The monthly team  
was getting ready  
for hedge laying.

The tidying up from 
clearing the ditch 
through Otter Holt is 
now finally completed.
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The new super bridge in 
Otter Holt is completed 
and looking great. 
Two members of the great 
bridge building team did 
the final testing.

And the winter job of 
preparation for hedge 
laying has started.

Jette Randall

Leaf clearing is an ongoing 
job at the moment.
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