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The Friends of Harrold Odell was 
founded in 2008 with a committee 
of 4 dedicated people, the Warden at 
the time, Lindsey Bignell, Richard 
and half a dozen general volunteers. 

Over the years, it has gradually 
blossomed to the group we see 
today. We now have 78 members 
registered. Some are giving their 
time every week, others monthly 
and the rest are serving on the 
committee as Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The latter handles the 
vital income from the parking tins, 
donations wood income etc. The 
rest have joined simply because they 
are just interested in the park and 
what’s going on.

There are so many different skills 
amongst the membership and we 
have taken pleasure in showing 
them new skills like hedge-laying 
and hurdle fence construction. 
Because of all the extra help and 
support, we have won several 
awards. In 2011, we won the CPRE 
Mark for landscape improvement, 
their highest accolade. We have won 
a Green Flag from the Keep Britain 
Tidy Group for 13 consecutive years 
and by working with Katie Lewis at 
the Borough Council I managed to 
get the group a Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service, the equivalent  
of an MBE.

We have so many sites to manage 
in addition to the park. There is 
Bromham Lake Nature Reserve 

in Lower Farm Road, Bromham, 
Yelnow Wood at the back of Odell 
village, Pavenham Bury, Stevington 
Country Walk, Brown’s Wood, 
Clapham and Judge’s Spinney, 
Oakley. In addition, we are asked  
to do bits and bobs in other places 
e.g. opening and closing the sluice 
gates at Bromham Water Mill  
and tree surgery in the grounds. 
Also at Biddenham Loop, a riverside 
walk starting at the far end of 
Bromham Bridge.

Without input from our volunteers, 
we would be very hard for just 
Richard and myself to do anything 
meaningful. In return, we provide 
uniforms, tools and training to 
enable the work to be as interesting 
as possible. The works on the 
peripheral things we need like the 
photography, wildlife monitoring 
and assistance with events are 
just as vital as the day to day 
management work.

For all the effort I need to put in to 
enable all this to happen like the 
weekly bulletins and work lists, 
buying materials, training and the 
forward planning, I get 10 times the 
reward back in the form of results 
and achievements. What is certain 
is that the public absolutely love this 
park and the volunteer contribution 
is a massive part of this. 

Janet.

What the Volunteers Mean to the Park
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June

The wooden signs needed 
new legs and were painted 
before being put back in  
the correct place.

The strimmer is never out of a 
job during the summer period. 
Rain followed by sun and the 
grass is for ever growing.
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Pete Hall has started the first 
part of the work on the second 
bench creating the outline of the 
fish before Peter Schwartz does 
the more detailed carving.

The first bench is 
finished. It looks 
stunning and is 
very comfortable. 
Peter Schwartz is 
the designer.
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The old railway line at 
Stevington has had a major 
makeover. This is an area 
the park rangers also are 
responsible for.

Unfortunately, not  
everybody thinks  
it necessary to 
place their rubbish 
in the bins even 
though they are 
close by.
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This week 
was mainly  
about the  
area around 
the cafe.



Examples of work done by volunteers - June, July and August 2021 7

 Every month new information 
about bird and butterfly of 
the month plus what to look 
out for can be found on the 
noticeboard outside the 
education hub in the shelter 
belt. Another example of work 
done by volunteers.

The monthly volunteers
spend the day mapping
the orchard and 
checking all the labels  
on the trees.
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A new memorial 
bench had a  
full coat of oil
before it will  
be installed.

A retired science teacher 
volunteer had a super day 
helping the park ranger when  
a local school had booked a  
day of pond dipping.
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The task this day was 
to  trim the hedge 
along the drive to the 
overspill car park.

Strimming around all the
picnic benches finished off 
the clearing around the cafe 
and the play area.
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July

 The hedge along the road in 
Harrold was trimmed back.

 The two wonderful newly 
carved benches created by 
Peter Schwartz were installed 
in their new location. Help 
from Pete Hall and his big 
machine was needed.
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Now the fish benches are
out of the compound the 
saw dust was scraped up 
and transported to the
drive by the fire site 
by the tin shed. All the 
bark ended up at the 
Kingfisher fire site.
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The grass around one 
of the  memorial trees 
has been cut and a new 
support for the tree was 
hammered in place.

 The bridge is in 
need of a new coat of 
paint but first all the 
vegetation around it was  
removed by a couple of 
volunteers.
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The lectern has been 
moved  to its proper 
place by the lake where 
the archeological 
information belongs.

The area around the fish 
benches has been tidied 
up and grass seeds added 
to the bare patches.  
The most dreaded job  
of the summer; getting  
rid of ragwort coming up!
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St. John’s Wort to the left 
and Ragwort to the right 
below. Ragwort is poisonous 
to animals, damaging the 
liver when eaten. This year 
we finished in 2 days not in 
weeks that it took us years 
ago when we first started 
this job.
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Another new bit of 
training was a two hour 
instruction on how to ride 
our new E cargo bike which 
was quite an interesting 
experience.

The tern project has 
been a success with 
nests on all 3 plat forms. 
The terns were quick to 
move in and make good 
use of their new homes.
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Some of the signs have been 
given a new coat of paint.

This looks like the photo 
from last week! It isn’t 
because these  cutting   jobs 
carry on all summer to keep 
the  park in good  shape.
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The kissing gates have 
all been refurbished so 
visitors don’t have to  
wade through mud when 
the rain comes.

A new poster has been  
created by a volunteer 
to show some of the 
birds around Grebe 
Lake. It is placed in the 
bird hide on the north 
side of the lake.
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The battle scars were there 
as proof of work!

After a big fight with 
both bramble and wild 
roses the cattle now have 
a clear place to gather.

A before and after 
photo.
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 All the hedge 
cuttings along 
the bridle way 
were loaded and
transported to 
the fire site.

 Some repair work on a  
strimmer was carried out.
A completely overgrown 
viewpoint in the meadow 
was opened up so the lake 
view can be enjoyed from 
the bench.
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The monthly team enjoying a break 
before being hard at work again.

 The photos are from 
earlier in the year but they 
meet every last Monday 
of the month working on 
different projects.
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Some human beings also
‘ forgot’ to tidy up after a 
meal! Extra work again!

Thank you to a 
badger or a fox and 
food left in the bin 
bag there was an 
extra job today.
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 The cuttings from hedge 
cutting were raked ready  
to be transported to the  
fire site.

Litter picking is taking 
 place to keep the park 
looking tidy.

Two new memorial 
benches  have been 
installed in the park.

August
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The hedge along the 
bridle way has now 
been trimmed back.

The orders for firewood  
are coming in early this 
year so splitting wood 
ready to season and sell 
is an ongoing job.
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All the hedge cuttings 
have been collected, 
transported to the fire 
site and burned.
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Unfortunately, here is 
another job we could 
do without; clearing  
a lot of graffiti in the 
large bird hide!!

A job we might not
avoid this year is 
clearing Water Soldiers 
in the Dragonfly Pond. 
It is quite a hard job 
that improves the upper 
arm muscles.
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 The hedges keep 
growing but with the 
hard work done by 
the volunteers we are 
winning the battle and 
everywhere is looking 
good now.
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What  difference some 
volunteering work 
makes and since then 
the overhanging branch 
has also been removed.

The river meadow 
kissing gate to the 
fishing swim on the river 
can again be used.
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The viewpoint signs  
around the lake have 
got a new coat of paint 
and new legs have been 
added.
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Hedge clipping finished 
for this  year and two 
good fires mark the end 
of that job.
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The Kingfisher carving  
kindly donated to the
park by Peter Schwartz
was cemented in place 
in the shelter belt. 

 When the sun is out 
it just shines through 
the tree tops right on 
the Kingfisher.
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The chair named Janet’s 
throne is really taking 
shape. When finished 
it will be placed by the 
education hub.

Some of the income  from 
sale of wood and from 
parking is used for training 
courses. 4 volunteers were 
trained in how to use and 
maintain strimmers  
and brush cutters.
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The monthly group of 
volunteers had a busy 
day clearing the ditches 
at the back of Kingfisher 
Lake, Trevor’s Copse and 
the Troll Bridge.
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The job we didn’t  
escape this year; 
clearing the Dragonfly 
Pond of Water Soldiers. 
When they rise above 
the surface in the
summer they reduce  
the oxygen level in  
the water.
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The Water Soldiers 
are cleared hopefully 
for the next two  
years. They are left to 
rot by the side of the 
pond so any creatures 
in the plants can get 
back into the water.

All done.
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The sale of wood helps 
paying for tools and 
training of volunteers.

The tern platform project 
has been a great success. 
We started a bit late this 
year but there have been 
nests on all 3 platforms  
and probably 15 + young 
have fletched.

Jette Randall

The disabled fishing 
platform by Kingfisher 
Lake has had a complete 
clear out.
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