Volunteering
at Harrold-Odell
Country Park
Examples of work done by volunteers.
March, April and May 2021

This magazine gives you, the
reader an insight into some
of the tasks completed by
volunteers at Harrold-Odell
Country Park. The work is
only possible because the park
rangers do all the ‘boring’ stuff
such as management plans,
risk assessments, ordering
materials, booking courses,
buying tools etc. This means
the volunteers can get on with
all the much more interesting
work of maintaining the park
to a high standard.
Many people from very different
backgrounds all add their
individual expertise and energy
to this work at the same time as
learning new skills and getting
an understanding of what is
involved in park management.
Some volunteer one day a month,
some one day a week and some
more than that. All depending
on the time each individual wants
to spend working in the park.
Quote from one volunteer; “I’ve
been volunteering at Harrold
Country Park for 9 years now.
I find it very rewarding in many
ways but especially helping
maintain the park to its high
standards. I also enjoy meeting
fellow volunteers who are in a
similar position to me.”

The lady driving wound down
the window and said that she
just wanted to say thank you to
us for all our hard work. She said
that she loves the park and really
appreciates the amount of work
that the volunteers do to make it
what it is.”
Moments like that are one of the
main reasons I volunteer.
Quote from a third volunteer; “My
reason for volunteering at the park
are two fold. Firstly I used to take
my children to our park where they
enjoyed playing. So I wanted to pay
back to the park by helping to keep
it so other parents can enjoy it.
Secondly I worked indoors all
my life so working outside with
like minded people was a no
brainier for me and I have enjoyed
everybody’s friendship.”
Being part of a team allows each
of us to make new friends, learn
new skills, have a laugh and a bit of
friendly banta. All this is beneficial
both for ones physical and mental
well-being. It is free and takes place
outside in nature.
What more can one ask for.

Quote from another volunteer;
“We had just finished a day’s
volunteering and 3 of us were
walking down the bridleway when
a car coming from the overspill car
park drew up to us and stopped.
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March 2021
More and more volunteers are now returning to the park working two together
for the moment. In the morning we were clearing and burning on the south side
of Grebe Lake.
In the afternoon in the nature reserve we were clearing bramble and thinning out
our birch trees so the remaining trees and flowers have air and space to develop.
On a cold day a nice fire is always a plus. A new sightings board was attached to
the outside of the cafe entrance ready to be filled in.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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Spring means
getting all the bird
boxes ready for the
birds to move in.
They have already
been showing an
interest in many of
the boxes.

Another job finished. The
coppicing of the blackthorn
in Otter Holt.
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All the brash from the coppicing
of the blackthorn was dragged
into the field for a much needed
fire on a cold day.

It was a rather
heavy and muddy
job but the
warmth of the
fire was much
appreciated.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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Planting
behind the
hurdle fences
has taken
place finishing
them off.

Not all work in the park
is glamorous but needed
to keep the water flowing
and to prevent flooding.
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March /April 2021

The big building project is a new launch pad for the boat at Grebe Lake.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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The launch platform has
now been completed
thanks to some very
hard work done mainly
by part of the Monday
team. It looks amazing.
This is all part of project
Tern platform instigated
by a member of the
Tuesday team.

The next thing was to sail
out on Kingfisher Lake
to measure the depth
where the old platform
will be anchored.
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Another job was to get
the fencing completed
in preparation for the
arrival of the cattle for
their summer grazing.

One of the styles
from the meadow
also needed
repairing.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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A lot of wood has now
been collected from
around the park to be
neatly stacked in the
compound for seasoning
before being split and
sold for fire wood later
in the year.

Cement mixing by hand
was a new skill learned.
Six 15 litre buckets with an
anchor chain secured in the
middle ready for anchoring
the 3 tern platforms, one
in Kingfisher Lake and 2 in
Grebe Lake. At the moment
this is an ongoing job.
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May

During the week different teams have worked hard clearing all the
viewpoints around Grebe Lake.
One Monday team collected all the cuttings and transported them to the
fire site by Kingfisher Lake where another Monday team had a nice, warming
fire burning all the cuttings on a windy and cold day.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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Part one of the tern
platform project has
now been completed
and the old platform
is firmly anchored in
Kingfisher Lake. Pea
shingle and cover for
tern chicks have been
included together
with perspect around
the platform so minks
can’t attack the terns.
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The next part is to build
and install the 2 big tern
platforms in Grebe Lake.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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The country park is
very popular and
the volunteers were
today working hard
to maintain the area
around the cafe.

Around Grebe Lake the
viewpoints have been
cleared so visitors can
enjoy the views, having
a rest on one of the
many benches.
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A lot of wood has been
collected around the
park which has been
stacked in the compound
for seasoning.

The next step is chain sawing
rings to the correct size to be
split before stacking ready
for the autumn to be sold as
seasoned firewood.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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The children’s
playground
is well used and
has been given a
makeover. During
the summer this is
a never ending job.

Healthy walk takes place on
every other Thursday.
A good way to meet other
people, have a chat, learn
about what goes on in the
park and get some exercise
at the same time. The walks
are lead by a park ranger and
a volunteer has been trained
to help with these walks.
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The job of moving and
assembling the two tern
platforms needed a lot
of manpower.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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Once in the water a
layer of pea shingle was
added together with 4
pieces of drain pipe for
the chicks to hide in.
One of the anchors was
fixed to the platform and
we were ready to tow
the platform to its new
home in Grebe Lake.
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One of the volunteers has
been the brain behind the
tern platform project but
it could not have been
completed without so many
others helping out. Again
many of the volunteers
helped getting the boat out
of the water and transported
back to the compound.

The two platforms in
Grebe Lake and one in
Kingfisher Lake are now
ready for the birds to
move on to.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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In the compound work
has started on the new
benches to be located
by the cafe.

It is beginning to
take shape.
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The culvert was in a bad
state where pond weeds
and material dropping
from the willows around
Grebe Lake blocked the
free flow of water.

Not the most pleasant
work to clear it. Heavy,
wet green stuff to haul
out with a pitch fork
but the end result was
that the water could
again flow freely from
Grebe Lake.

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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Some areas of the park are left as habitat so not everywhere will be completely
cleared. So far I have given a snapshot of some of the activities volunteers get
involved with during this 3 month period. The plan is to continue to document
these actives every 3 months to cover a year in Harrold-Odell Country Park.

Jette Randall
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Notes

Examples of work done by volunteers - March, April and May 2021
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