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Since I first joined as Country Park Officer at the end of November 2021, I have been struck by 
just how great, dedicated and hard working the volunteers are here. The overwhelming majority 
of public comments are very positive about the work we do and huge thanks go to the volunteers 
to achieve this. So much hard work goes into running the park, keeping it safe, well managed 
and looking good. And it does look good – and in many different lights too. I would go so far as 
to say stunning, particularly so when the weather is ‘moody’.

The volunteers have achieved so much in the last 3 months – processing the large poplars felled 
in the river meadow (including moving and stacking tons and tons of timber), felling dead and 
unsafe trees around the shelter belt, coppicing in the nature reserve, hedge laying and installing 
a divide in the bird hide ready to receive a new roof. Many trips have been made around the 
park to collect and remove litter and the culvert has been unblocked many times! The Friends of 
HOCP committee have been actively banking all the donations we receive and money from the 
wood sales as well as allocating the money to projects in the park, maintaining the web site and 
providing dog poo bags! The list goes on and on!

A little about the recent management of the park: 
Hedge laying is a traditional method of managing hedgerows to provide a good boundary and to 
keep it thick and bushy as a corridor for wildlife and to provide cover and nesting opportunities. 
We are using the traditional ‘midlands’ style which is prevalent around these parts. 

Coppicing on rotation began as a traditional way of managing woodlands to provide wood 
products and is now a recognised way of managing woodlands to increase diversity for wildlife. 
It promotes light reaching the ground which helps ground flora and produces different age 
structures within the under-storey providing insects, birds and other wildlife with a variety of 
types of habitats in which they can thrive. This increases biodiversity. If we left the woodland 
unmanaged, the area would reduce in diversity and the nature reserve would slowly fill with silt 
and, as wet woodland in Bedfordshire is a rare habitat, it would be lost.

A little about what is planned for the park:
We’ve got some fence repairs to complete between the nature reserve and river meadow 
before the cattle go back in, the viewing areas/fishing swims around the lake need trimming 
back before the nesting season starts. There are a lot of pot holes to fill between the main and 
overflow car parks and the new roof to go on the bird hide. We would like to make the containers 
more sympathetic to their surroundings as well as carry out repairs. I said it before, but I’ll say it 
again, the list goes on and on!

If you see us working around the park, we’re only too happy to stop and answer any questions 
you may have about the park or what we do and why. We hope you enjoy Harrold-Odell Country 
Park as much as we do!

Ed Green
Country Park Officer
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December

Still more wood splitting to 
keep up with demand.

Some of the trees in the 
meadow were getting so bad 
they had to be taken down for 
safety. That led to quite a lot 
of work cutting them up and 
transporting the useful parts 
of the wood to the compound 
plus tidying up the whole area.
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Today Ed Green gave us  
a proper course in hedge 
laying. The theory was 
tested straight away 
even though the weather 
was raw with a very cold 
wind and eventually rain, 
too.  A long time since 
we have been that cold 
volunteering in the park.
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Some of the Monday team 
carried on with the ongoing 
job of hedge laying. This is a 
job that must be done during 
winter time before the birds 
start nesting again.
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Some of the trees 
in the  meadow 
were not very 
healthy any more 
and needed to be 
taken down.

 There was a lot of 
chainsawing and tidying up 
to be done over a period of 
time. The good wood was 
collected and transported 
to the compound. The brash 
was burnt. A good way to 
stay warm on a cold day.
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Two men with tools on a 
mission looking for wood that 
needed cutting down.

Brash from a couple of 
fallen  trees in the nature 
reserve was collected and 
brought to the fire site in 
the meadow where a good 
fire was lit.
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On a dull and damp  
Monday morning 
a large group of 
volunteers including 
the monthly group 
turned up for a bit of 
fun and some exercise 
before Christmas. The 
weather rarely stops the 
volunteers turning up.
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First job was some 
clearing up near the skate 
board area before the 
hedge laying could take 
place.
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The monthly  group have
all the tools ready for a
course in hedge laying.

Ed Green was ready to 
explain how it is done.
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Many visitors complimented 
our work and how good the 
park looked. Comments like 
that are always welcome.
Mission completed…. 
unfortunately, the fleece 
didn’t survive! A hole in the 
pocket and a melted zip was 
the result of that work.

On the penultimate  
day of the year two 
volunteers and Ed Green 
worked hard all day 
getting some exercise 
after Christmas. It was 
quite a job to cut down a 
few broken branches off 
a large tree.
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Holiday time has meant 
the ducks have been fed 
so well there were no 
more packs of grain left 
to sell.

On a cold and wet 
morning it took two 
volunteers nearly two 
hours to fill the box again 
with bags of duck food.
Thank you again to the 
local farmer who donates 
the grain.

January
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A few dead trees by the  
cafe were dealt with in 
the morning including a 
bit of weight lifting.
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A really dirty job cleaning  
out the culvert. Result; 
very cold hands but free 
flowing water again.

 Cutting down a dead 
willow and clearing up 
the brash. Job done with 
the right tools.
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You win some and you 
lose some! This awkward 
looking piece of wood did 
not want to be split - and 
it won!
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One week on and 
the ducks  have not 
done too badly.  On a 
damp morning in the 
workshop we had a good 
clear up. Some grain 
swept outside was soon 
cleared up by a very 
tame wood pigeon that 
had a big feast.

A plan of action with 
regard to which trees 
needed cutting down  
was made.
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Action plan decided 
and the dead trees 
were removed in the 
shelter belt.
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All the bird boxes have 
been spring cleaned
ready for the next
breeding season.
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Planning the 
actions of the  
day which was to 
start a coppice 
plot in the 
nature reserve.
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Coppicing is a good  
winter workout when 
it is not too wet in the 
nature reserve.
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Coppicing is an ongoing  
job this month including 
burning the brash.
A little mouse was around 
to check the work.
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Coppicing in the nature 
reserve is still ongoing. 
The end result may look 
severe, but extra light 
and removal of nutrients 
should help the ground 
flora to flourish and 
the diversity of habitat  
increase.

The trees will regrow!
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All useable wood is cut up 
and transported to the 
compound and the brash is 
burned. A welcome task on  
a day where the temperature 
never got above 4 degrees.
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Going back to January 2020 
before COVID around 60
people celebrated Wassailing 
in the park including 12 
Morris dancers.

A lot of noise was made to scare 
away evil spirits and to wake up 
the apple trees. We would then 
sing the Wassailing song and 
the king and queen would dance 
around an apple tree, feeding 
it with cider to encourage a 
good harvest season. Pieces of 
toast were hung on the tree to 
encourage birds to keep pests 
away. Afterwards, cider, food 
and Wassailing cakes followed 
by Morris dancing completed the 
evening. The next morning all the 
toast had gone! Hopefully, we can 
hold Wassailing again next year.
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The bird hide roof 
is in the process 
of  being  given a 
makeover.
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Coppicing in the nature 
reserve is still ongoing 
with the help of many 
of the Monday team 
and the Monthly 
Monday team.
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There is still a lot of 
brash that needs to 
be transported to 
the fire site keeping 
volunteers busy. It 
will be cut and burnt.

Another volunteer clears 
litter around the park.
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February

 The repair work on the 
roof of the bird hide 
is continuing with a 
volunteer using a ‘ fine 
adjustment ‘ tool.

 How many volunteers 
does it take to chisel  
out a hole!
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So much wood to tidy up. 
It will be stacked, seasoned 
and split. Money from wood 
sales will be used to buy 
tools, training courses etc.

 The logs in the nature 
reserve were transported 
by hand to the trailer and 
then on to the compound.
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The coppicing in the 
nature reserve is 
nearly completed, 
the useful wood is 
transported to the 
compound and the brash 
cut up and burnt.

 Hedge laying is an 
ongoing job before the 
birds start nesting.
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Brash from hedge laying 
was collected and taken
to one of the fire sites 
for burning.
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The coppiced area was 
brush cut and raked 
and cuttings were burnt 
to remove some of the 
nutrients for wild flowers 
to flourish.
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Today Janet was 
introduced  to her 
throne created by  
Peter Schwartz. 

 Storm Eunice caused 
many trees to fall and 
created extra work 
for all of us. A lot of 
clearing up was needed.
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Clearing out the culvert 
after 3 storms was heavy 
work but the water was 
flowing freely in the end 
through Otter Holt to 
the river.

One of the tern platforms 
was relocated by the 
storms. It was checked  
and will be moved back  
to position later.
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Four magazines about a year of volunteering 
in the park now completed.

A massive thank you goes to Olli Piombino 
for the layout and to Alastair Guilfoyle  
for printing the magazines. Both at  
Bedford Borough.

Jette Randall.

A slight drizzle didn’t  
stop volunteers starting 
clearing the viewpoints.

 The monthly team was 
ready for some more 
hedge laying.
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