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Cover Photograph

Rose hips growing along the banks of Grebe Lake. In the early
part of the 19th century, school children were given time off
school to gather hips, which were made into rose hip syrup, a rich
source of vitamin C. After the 2nd World War, the syrup was giv-
en free to children along with cod liver oil.

Friends' Committee Meeting
This is an open meeting, so if you want fo find out about
. the work of the Friends
e  the work of the staff
. current and future projects involving the Friends
. how the money raised in the Park is spent
. problems and challenges the Park faces
e  future activities and more besides

You are welcome to come along
Thursday 28th November at 10.00am
in the Visitors' Centre.

Receive Future Newsletters by Post

Newsletters are available free of charge from the Visitors' Cen-
tre while stocks last. If you would prefer to receive the next
four editions of the Newsletter by post, please send a cheque for
£3.50 (fo cover postage) made out to 'Friends of HOCP' to:The
Editor, HOCP Newsletter c¢/o HOCP Park, Carlton Road, Harrold
MK43 7DS.




Friends of Harrold-Odell
Country Park

Carlton Road, Harrold, MK4.3 7DS
Tel 01234 720016

It was with great sadness that we said our last farewells to
Trevor Smith who died in Bedford Hospital on August 10th.
He was an outstanding Friend to the Park and could be
found in or near his shed’ almost every day of the year. In
this edition we pay tribute to him through the words of Ja-
net Munro (Park Ranger) and the photographs taken by Tre-
vor Sudds.

The fine weather this Summer has drawn an increasing
number of visitors to the Park. We are grateful to the
stalwart band of volunteers who work tirelessly with the
staff to keep the Park in good condition. There is usually
only one day per week when volunteers are not at work
somewhere in the Park. Why not come and join them? See
Page 8 for details of Volunteers’ Task Days.

David Taylor, Editor (theparkeditor@btinternet.com)




Fruits of the Park

Edible fruits found in the Park this Autumn.

Can you name them? (Answers at the foot of the page)
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Photo opportunity for children

Whether it's plants or birds or just landscape pictures, the Park offers
lots of photographic opportunities . Below is a picture taken this summer
by Ella Taylor (age 8) from Tattenhoe, Milton Keynes.

As winter approaches we should see increasing numbers of swans and
ducks migrating to the lakes in the Park. If you have a budding wildlife
photographer in the family, why not email a copy of their photograph
and we will publish a selection in future editions of the Newsletter.
Open to children up o 15 years.

Photographs should be emailed as .JPG files

to theparkeditor@btinternet.com together with the

photographer’'s name and age.



Our Trev
A Tribute to Trevor Smith; An Outstanding Friend of the Park
by Janet Munro, Park Ranger

When I first came to the Park, Trevor took it
upon hlmself to look after me while I settled in.

year-s and had an When I first came to the Park,
d Trevor took it upon himself to look after me
= while T settled in. By then, he'd already been
volunteering for two years and had an estab-
lished routine that suited him well.

His dry, mischievous sense of humour was very apparent and so was his deaf-
ness. There was always a twinkle in his eye and a little upward curl of the
mouth when he was in the mood to "play you up". Always a plain speaker, he'd
let you know if he didn't agree with you and you certainly couldn't tell him
what to do.

If anyone deserved to be called a Friend of the Park it was Trevor. Over the
years he chopped hundreds of tons of wood, raised thousands of pounds sell-
ing it for firewood, cleared tons of debris from the culvert to keep the water
flowing. Then we think of all the trees he's nurtured, the fishing swims he's
cleared, the benches he's painted - the mind just boggles.

Nobody could cut weaving willow as well as Trev. I would tell him that I need-
ed 300 weavers for a school party to make wreaths and a couple of days later
he'd hand them to me all neatly bundled into 50's, trimmed and ready to go.
He'd also set up a table with pond-dipping & bug-hunting equipment if we
needed them.

The Park repaid him for his efforts but not with money. It was in his soul - he
loved every inch of it; the still, bright summer mornings when nobody was
about; the sunsets and mists of autumn or the beauty of a fresh snowfall;
watching the fish spawning in the lake or the antics of the cattle in



the river meadow; the wrens roosting near his shed or the ducks coming to see
if he had any crusts; the flash of a dragonfly or a beautiful flower; he especial-
ly loved daffodils. It was these simple pleasures that made him happy. He took
any vandalism as a personal insult. If he could, he made sure that the perpetra-
tors were brought to justice.

He was charitable to the core. After a local teacher died of breast cancer, he
suggested we might hold a fundraising event. From that little spark arose
Breast Cancer Research Day in April 2009 which raised almost £4,000! He also
loved history. Events like A Living from the Landscape Day and the Wiringvurm
Day (Viking life re-enactment) gave him a lot of joy.

His farming background shone through in everything he did. He'd occasionally
talk about his early life in the Fens and it was clear that he was heavily influ-
enced by those experiences. He largely shunned modern power tools preferring
instead to arm himself with a splitting axe and scythe. I have an abiding
memory of him marching off like the Grim Reaper, scythe over his shoulder, to
cut down the weeds around the trees along the edge of the shelter belt. He
did, however, occasionally use a small silver petrol mower he'd been given which
he called his Maserati.

I'm sure that everyone in the community who knew Trev has their own memo-
ries of him: like Trevor manning the bridge, sometimes for hours in times of
flood, trying to stop people getting stuck in the deep water on the Carlton side;
his shop-keeping days or playing him at skittles in the pub.

It was abundantly clear from the number of visitors always calling by at the
shed for a natter that Trevor was regarded with great respect and affection
by a lot of people. The sheer number of visitors he had at the hospital when he
was taken ill was testament to that. He was never alone.

Trevor - the list is endless and the Park seems a dimmer place without
you. Something is missing that can never be replaced.

Photo tribute on Page 9.



Logs from the Park

Nets of hardwood logs

(mainly oak and ash)
Collect from the shed at the Visitors' Centre
£5.50 each ' F

Order by ringing 07585 908821

Land Rover load
(mainly pine and larch)

Delivery limited to within 10 miles of the Park
£60 per load

All our logs are the result of a sustainable
managed woodland policy.

Order at the Park Office in the Visitors' Centre
of by telephoning 01234 720016




Cruel cut or essential conservation?

During September, what looked like a massive act of vandalism took
place in the north side of the Grebe lake. "What have you done to those
beautiful willow trees?” the cry went up!

The trees in the photo on the right
were 'pollarded’ in order to make
them safe. A survey of frees in the
Park had identified several willows
as being in danger of losing their
branches or collapsing. In the past,
pollarding was done to produce cat-
tle food and fencing materials ra-
ther than for safety.

The good news is

(i) they should all grow back, (ii)
pollarded trees tend to become
stronger than un-pollarded trees
and (iii) we can make use of a lot
of the timber cut from these
trees. In a few years fime these
bare trunks should look like those
along the bridleway that were pol-
larded some years ago (photo on
the left).




Future Events in the Park

Health Walks

Walking is good for us all in a host of different ways. The Country
Park offers a regular series of pleasant guided walks with a
trained leader. Each walk starts at the Visitors' Centre at
10.30am and lasts about one hour.

Next Health Walks: October 24th, November 7th &
21st, December 5th and 19th.

Friends Task Days

Come and join like-minded Friends of the Park in practical work
that is aimed at improving the environment for visitors and wild-
life. Equipment and guidance are provided by trained staff.

Tasks start at 10.00am at the Visitors' Centre and end mid-
afternoon or at a time to suit you. Come along and learn a new
skill or just get some exercise in a good cause. Please bring a

packed lunch; refreshments will be provided.

Next Task Days: October 28th and November 25th.

Friends' Christmas Social

9th December - 10.30am for a guided walk (optional) and noon
for lunch. Open to all registered Friends.



Trevor Smith 1942-2013
An Outstanding Friend of the Park




