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Cover Photograph by Trevor Sudds

The Dragonfly Pond located in the Nature Reserve and the haunt of reed
warbler, dragonflies and kingfisher.
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Despite these notices placed strategically around the Park, we have a
problem with dog fouling. You may not have noticed! This is because of
the work of a group of Friends who clear up the mess week after week.
We can't thank them enough. If you walk your dog, please observe the
notices and comply. The alternative could be expensive and involve a
criminal record!

Receive your own copy of The Park by post

The Park is published quarterly in mid October, January, April and July.
Printed copies can be collected from the Visitors' Centre while stocks
last. Electronic copies are sent to registered Friends with email and a
copy appears in the News/Archive section of the Friends' website at
www.hocp.co.uk. To obtain your own printed copy by post, send a cheque
for £3.50 made out to “The Friends of HOCP", to The Park Editor,
HOCP, Carlton Road,
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April saw the introduction of new staffing arrangements
following the latest round of cuts to the Bedford Borough
Council budget. A review of these arrangements will be
conducted in September so, if you have any good or bad
comments, please email them to me at the address below.

On July 29th the Friends of HOCP will be holding their
AGM starting at 10.00am in the Visitors' Centre. This is
an open meeting to which all are invited. If you have ideas
for improving the Park or want to learn about projects or
know more about how we spend the money from car park
donations and the sale of logs, please come along.

David Taylor, Editor
Email: theparkeditor@btinternet.com



New Faces in the Park

Cuts to the Borough Council's budget for the coming year have resulted
in changes to the staffing arrangements for the Park. The good news is
that we now have a team of three Rangers allocated to the Park. The bad
news is that they have to spread their time across a number of green
space sites in the Borough. Janet and Richard have been joined by Nicky

to whom we extend a very warm welcome.

Rangers based at HOCP

S
"

Janet Munro Richard Dowsett Nicky Monsey

Visiting Rangers from Priory Country Park

B4

Jane Moore Jon Bishop Danny Fellman

Other Council staff who visit the Park periodically include the Enforce-
ment Officers (litter & dogs) and ground maintenance staff.

Park Ranger contact number: 01234 720016



Bat Project in the Park by Bedfordshire Bat Group

During a bat group wander around the Park, we discussed with Richard
Dowsett, a Park Ranger, the potentid for a bat box project. It was sug-
gested that we contact the Friends of HOCP for funding as the Council's
purse strings are stretched. We put together a project proposal and a
quote for 10 bat boxes of 3 different types. The response was swift and
positive. Within days we had the go ahead with full funding. This was
great and the bat group cannot express enough thanks to the Friends for
this opportunity to enrich the environment of HOCP for bats by offering
them alternative roosting space.

So what happens now? Well, first we located 10 suitable trees. We had
to be sure we selected the right ones so that we don't get in the way of
the park management plan. When the boxes are up and as soon as they
get used, they become a protected bat roost by law. The locations cho-
sen have been agreed and at the end of June we put up the boxes. We do
not expect the bats to move in straight away. It may be years before all
the boxes start getting used. But we are very hopeful that we shall have
success.

As soon as the boxes start getting used, we will tell the Friends and in-
vite them to our bat box surveys. This will give a great opportunity to
see a bat in the hand and in the daylight! To the left is a photo of one of
the stars of HOCP (copyright Bob Cornes). In
the meantime, if any of the Friends would like
to be shown the boxes, please contact us
(www.bedsbatgroup.org.uk) or the HOCP Park
@ Rangers and we will be happy to show you

around the locations, but please bear in mind
that initially, you will just be looking at boxes on a tree.



Habitat 3 The Nature Reserve

There is one habitat within the Park that is totdly different from any
other area This is the Nature Reserve. You will find it to the right of
the main bridleway, just past the bird hide. In wet weather, it is best
approached using the raised path on the far side of the Rabbit Warren,
adjacent o the upper car park.

It provided the run-off area for the washing plant in the original quarry.
The machinery for washing and grading the extracted sand and gravel
stood on the site of the Rabbit Warren.

Water from the washing process flowed over the Nature Reserve and
into the Silt Pond at the Odell end of the Park. Evidence of the drainage
channels can still be seen after periods of heavy rain, as shown in this
photograph.




Willow and sallows have established themselves in the damp areas to
create an environment that would have been familiar to the Romano-
British farmers who occupied the site over 1,000 years ago. The manage-
ment of the area relies heavily on the coppicing of willows and the felling
of trees to allow light to reach the ground cover. The result is to pro-

duce an area of luxuriant plant life.

Seasonal flooding is a feature of the area and has resulted in specialised

ground flora and fauna that include:

Marsh (left) and other orchids;
American Willowherb; Grape
Hyacinth; Marsh Horsetail;

Orange Balsam; Pendulus Sedge; Scull-
cap; Spiked Sedge; Tufted Hair-grass:
Yellow Iris and Yellow Loosestrife to
name just a few. A comprehensive list
of plants found here and elsewhere in
the Park is available on our website at

www.hocp.co.uk. Look at '‘Discover The
Park' and 'Information Sheets'.

Inside the reserve is a pond created by the Friends of the Park. It is
home to Great Diving Beetles, Newts, Dragonflies and Water Soldiers. It
is used by school parties for pond dipping.

Probably the best time for visitors and families to explore the numerous
narrow paths inside the Nature Reserve is during the sunmer when it is
relatively dry. Please note that no dogs are allowed in the Nature Re-

serve!



Park Invaders

Invasive species are those that are not native to our shores and in total
they number 1,875 species. Many like the grey squirrel, the rat and even
the domestic cat, we take for granted. However, some 280 species are
truly invasive in that they can be harmful to native species. Some can
have a detrimental effect on the health and well-being of humans.

The details of some ‘invaders' found in HOCP are set out below:

The American Crayfish is found
in the River Ouse alongside the
Park. It's a six inch long killing ma-
chine that devours plants, inverte-
brates, smdl fish and fish eggs. It
. tunnels some three feet into the
_river banks to lay up to 250 eggs.

The collapse of the tunnels causes
serious erosion of the riverbank. It has no predators except Man.

The Common Ragwort may look
pretty but it is poisonous to cat- EREEEE
tle and horses. It can also give '
humans a nasty stomach ache. It#5
is common throughout the Park

tasks undertaken by our volun-

teers.



The Horse Chestnut Leaf Minor Moth
is responsible for turning the leaves of
this tree brown during the summer
months. Tt Northern
Greece. The larvee mine into the leaves,

originated in

destroying all the leaf tissue.

The Hornet Clearwing Moth is harmless
to Man but can result in poplar trees hav-
ing to be felled. The adult femdles lay
their eggs at the base of poplar trees.
The larvee hatch and feed below the sur-
face of the bark. Exit holes allow water
to enter the tree and cause rotting.

A selection of species
introduced into the UK:

Mink (North America)
Brown Rats

Coypu (South America)
Rabbits (Centrd Europe)

Grey Squirrel (North Ameri-
ca)

Fallow Deer (Centrd Europe)
House Mouse

Canada Goose

Common Pheasant

Little Owl (Europe)
Mandarin Duck (Asia)

Munt jac Deer (China)
Common Carp

Goldfish (Asia)

Rainbow Trout

Freshwater Snail

Signal Crayfish (North
America)

Terrapin

Horse Chestnut Leaf Minor
Moth

Giant Hogweed
Rhododendron




Future Events in the Park

Health Walks: Led by an experienced leader on alternate Thursdays
starting from the Visitors Centre at 10.30am. Next walks: July 17th &
31st. August 14th & 28th; September 11th & 25th.

See website www.hocp.co.uk for more details.

Friends' Task Days: These provide an introduction fo a range of conser-
vation work in the Park. They also provide an opportunity for volunteers
to participate in conservation work on a monthly basis. All tools are pro-
vided, as is training. See www.hocp.co.uk for details. Next Task Days:
July 28th; Aug 18th; Sept 29th and Oct 27th.

HOCP Fishing School for adults, and youngsters over the age of six, will
be held on the 26th July. Further details will be posted on our website
and the main Notice Board in the Park. Limited to 15 places. Booking es-

sential — see below.

The Friends of HOCP Summer Social will be held at the Visitors' Cen-
tre on Friday 18th July at 6.00pm. It is open to all registered Friends.

A Bat Walk will take place in the Park on August 14th, starting at
9.15pm from the main car park. Places are limited so that booking is es-
sential — see below.

For bookable events

Please contact Janet Munro, Park Ranger by telephone on 01234 720 016
or email on janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk



IN AN EMERGENCY

Emergencies can arise anywhere, whether as a result of a health prob-
lem or an accident. If you witness or are involved in any emergency in
the Park:

Contact the emergency services without delay

Ring 999 from your mobile
If this not be possible you should:
Return to the café in the Visitors' Centre
Tell the staff you need to ring 999
Ask to use the café telephone

Seeking Help or Information in the Park

1. Your first point of reference is a Ranger — there are three.
Their contact information is below.

2. You will frequently see volunteers working around the Park.
Depending on the weather, they wear blue jackets or shirts with
Friends of Harrold-Odell Country Park on them. They will be
only too pleased to provide you with help if they can.

Contacting the Park Rangers

The Park Rangers have an office in the Visitors Centre. However,
please note that they can be deployed either in the Park or elsewhere
in the Borough.

Contact Richard Dowsett, Janet Munro and Nicky Monsey
Telephone: 01234 720016
Email: hocp@bedford.gov.uk




