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Hope for the Ash Trees
In our Winter 2013 edition we highlighted the plight of Ash
trees in the UK. A serious disease, Chalara dieback had been
identified as a major threat to ash trees. Just recently a
200-year-old ash (nicknamed ‘Betty’) has been discovered in
Norfolk that shows resistance to the disease. The discovery
makes the possibility of raising new resistant trees through
selective breeding more of a reality.

Receive your own copy of The Park by post
The Park is published quarterly in mid October, January, April
and July. Printed copies can be collected free of charge from the
Visitors’ Centre while stocks last. Electronic copies are sent to
registered Friends by email, and a copy appears in the News/
Archive section of the Friends’ website at www.hocp.co.uk.
To obtain your own printed copy by post send a cheque for £3.50,
made out to “The Friends of HOCP”, to The Park Editor, HOCP,
Carlton Road, Harrold, MK43 7DS. We will then mail you the next
four editions.
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This has turned out to be the ‘Good News’ edition of the
Friends’ Newsletter. The WoodCraft day held in June
proved to be very popular and successful, with a range of
interesting displays and demonstrations and excellent public support (see pages 4-8).
NextEnergy Capital, the owner of the solar farm at Glebe
Farm and Odell Glebe Fields, Podington has made a generous donation to the Friends that will enable us to take
forward two educational projects (see page 9). The first
major project will be the construction of an outdoor classroom for use by visiting school parties. This will also be
available to visitors. The second project will enable us to
produce both educational and interpretive materials for
schools and the wider community. Thanks are due to NextEnergy Capital with whom we look forward to working.
David Taylor, Editor (da.taylor@btinternet.com)

Official opening of the Boardwalk
Monday the 20th of June dawned with torrential rain that
went on for hours. The official opening of the new boardwalk
looked doomed. Ignoring the conditions, a band of volunteers
got on with setting up the facilities for welcoming and feeding Friends and distinguished guests. And then … the rain
stopped; the sun crept out from behind the clouds and we
were blessed with dry conditions for the opening.

The ribbon cutting was done by
Cllr Alison Foster whose Council
Ward includes the Park. Alison
has been a friend of the Park
for many years. Before cutting
the tape, she thanked those
who had made the project possible.

Left to right
Neil Hanley, NextEnergy Capital; Cllr. Charles Royden, Deputy Mayor, Environmental Portfolio Holder; Cllr. Alison Foster, our local Councillor; David Taylor,
Chair, Friends of HOCP; Peter Hall, local contractor and builder of the boardwalk; and Janet Munro, Park Guardian, HOCP.

Why go from this ...
... to this?

The new boardwalk will provide all year access to the Dragonfly
Pond, especially for parents with children, elderly people and
those with disabilities. Also, everyone can now see another habitat, one that changes with the seasons and is the haunt of dragonflies, damsel flies and a host of water birds, including:

Mallard

Coot

Reed Warbler
Great Crested Grebe

The new boardwalk also provides access to the Nature Reserve.
However, in winter visitors need to be prepared to meet flood
conditions inside the Reserve. This presents another challenge for
the future!

Unlike last year when the weather worked against us,
this time the sun joined us for a while and the rain held
off all day, and an enjoyable time was had by all.
The event was a celebration of working with wood in its
many forms. Visitors enjoyed demonstrations and exhibits and were able to work with wood and buy tools and
wood products.
Demonstrations showed intricate wood carving and carving with chainsaws. Exhibits ranged from the products
of the wood carvers’ art to automated sawing of whole
trees into planks and posts. Once again, working with willow to produce items to take home proved popular with
adults and children alike.
And then there was the Friends’ Tombola with an amazing array of prizes, all of which were won before the day
was done. Congratulations to the organisers for a highly
successful event. Our thanks to all the volunteers for
setting up and dismantling.

Plenty of things to see and
do. Willow weaving was very
popular with the children.

Once again the
Friends’ Tombola
was popular.
Thanks to everyone who bought
tickets and
cleared the tables
of prizes.

We discovered that wood
carvers approach their
craft in many different
ways

People in the Park - Peter Hall

In addition to the wood carvers shown on the previous pages,
WoodCraft 2016 featured working with wood on an industrial scale. Once again, Peter Hall demonstrated the mighty
beast he uses to produce planks and posts from whole tree
trunks.
Peter has long been a good friend to the Park. He was responsible for the construction of our bird hide when the
previous one was reduced to ashes. More recently, he built
the boardwalk in double quick time. The Friends of HOCP
wish to publicly acknowledge and thank Peter for his longstanding contribution to this Park.

NextEnergy Capital Supports the Friends
We are pleased to announce that the Friends of HOCP have
secured a significant donation from NextEnergy, the owners
of Odell Glebe Solar Farm.
NextEnergy is a specialist investment company that invests
in operating solar power plants in the UK. Under the terms
of the donation we will be able to undertake two educational
projects this year. The first involves the construction of an
outdoor classroom and shelter for visiting schools, and the
second enables us to develop educational and interpretive
materials for schools and the wider community.
The company has experience of working with schools, including the funding of projects such as ours and the involvement
of staff in teaching children about solar energy. NextEnergy’s CEO, Michael Bonte-Friedheim commented, “The team
at NextEnergy are passionate about renewable energy and
ensuring that each of our sites delivers the maximum benefit both to our shareholders but also to the surrounding
community and neighbours”. With this in mind the company is
pleased to be working with the Friends of Harrold-Odell
Country Park.
Our partnership with NextEnergy will enable the Friends to
continue the work of enhancing the Park for visitors and for
wildlife. We are in discussion with the company about future
projects.

Voicing Your Opinion
Recently the Park staff received a letter thanking them for
their efforts and in particular, for making the Park such a
welcoming place for visitors. The author drew particular attention to the many improvements brought about by volunteers.
It’s always nice to receive letters like this and they really
are appreciated by the staff and volunteers. We also get
letters pointing out areas where things are not quite right!
These too are welcomed, as are your suggestions for possible improvements and additions to the Park.
If you have something you want to draw our attention to



speak to a member of staff;



speak to one of the volunteers - you will see them
around the Park wearing blue jackets or sweatshirts;



drop us a line at Harrold-Odell Country Park, Carlton
Road, Harrold, MK43 7DS;



telephone the Park staff on 01234 720016 or email
them at hocp@bedford.gov.uk ;



use the Comments box opposite the till in the Café, to
leave a note;



use the Feedback form on our website at
www.hocp.co.uk. You will find it under Contact;



email the editor at theparkeditor@gmail.com.

Ouch! What have they done to that tree?
In March 2012 some visitors to the Park expressed horror
and outrage when they saw what had been done to one of the
willow trees on the edge of Grebe Lake :
Was this an act of gross vandalism
or what?
Bedford Borough Council doesn’t
just own the Park, it manages it.
This it does through its Park Rangers (now called Guardians). They
ensure the conservation and health
of the environment with the help
of volunteers.

All the trees in the Park
are checked regularly by
the staff. Sometimes this
results in trees needing to
be cut down. Other times
trees are ‘pollarded’, which
is what happened to the
willow above. And the result can be seen opposite as
a
vigorously
growing
‘rejuvenated’ willow tree.

Activities in the Park
Health Walks

These take place on a Thursday every two
weeks and are led by Janet Munro who is a
trained leader and Park Guardian.
The walks are open to everyone looking for
a healthy and sociable pastime. There is no
need to book, just meet outside the Visitors’ Centre at 10.30am.

“The person who invented Walking for Health deserves a
medal. Joining my local group has given me the confidence to
enjoy the wonderful green spaces that I didn’t even know
existed. I feel liberated!’
Walker for Health participant

The next Health Walks will take place on
July 28th; Aug 11th & 25th; Sept 8th & 22nd.

Friends’ Task Days —

These are held once a month and
provide an excellent opportunity to sample what it is like to be a
volunteer. They are also ideal for people who have limited time
available in which to volunteer.
Task Days are led and supervised by Park Guardians, who will provide the necessary kit and training. If you enjoy the experience,
you may feel inclined to join a weekday group of volunteers on a
regular basis. Alternatively, you may wish to continue on a monthly
basis.
The next Task Days will take place on
July 25th; August 22nd; Sept 26th and Oct 26th.

In An Emergency
Emergencies can arise anywhere, whether as a result of a health
problem or an accident. If you witness, or are involved in, any
emergency in the Park:
Contact the emergency services without delay
Ring 999 from your mobile
If this is not possible you should:
Return to the café in the Visitors’ Centre;
Tell the staff you need to ring 999;
Ask to use the café telephone.

Seeking Help or Information in the Park


Your first point of reference is Park Guardians (see below).



You will frequently see volunteers working around the Park.
Depending on the weather, they wear blue jackets or shirts
with Friends of Harrold-Odell Country Park on them. They
will be only too pleased to provide you with help if they can.

Contacting the Park Staff
The Park staff have an office in the Visitors’ Centre where they
can be reached. However, as they can be deployed either in the
Park or elsewhere in the Borough, the office may be closed, in
which case ring the contact number on the door.
Contact: Richard Dowsett and Janet Munro by
Telephone: 01234 720016 & Email: hocp@bedford.gov.uk

Walking in the Country Park?

A warm welcome awaits you at The Bell in Odell
Just walk through the park along the main bridleway on to
Horsefair Lane and 150 yards along the road you will find us
serving a fine selection of ales, wines, gins and excellent food.
With summer here, come and enjoy our Beer Garden.
Walkers, cyclists, dog walkers and children will find a warm
welcome. As will visitors arriving by car, as there’s parking to
the front and rear.
Facebook: TheBellinOdell; Tel: 01234 910850; Website: thebellinodell.co.uk
TheBellinOdell

