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Cover Photograph 

A section of the wheelwrights enclosure at the highly  

successful “Mini Woodworks” event held in the park on the 

13/14th June. (See pages 3 to 5) 

Thank You 

… to all the volunteers who worked so hard with the staff to 

ensure that the park was looking good for the annual Green 

Flag inspection. This passed off well and we should hear at 

the end of July whether the park has won the Green Flag 

Award for the eighth consecutive year.  

Special thanks are due to Ruth Clarke who has been a volun-

teer since 2006. We will miss Ruth’s contributions to the 

Friends’ Committee where she has been a significant con-

tributor of good ideas. 

Children and Parents  

Test  your powers of observation 

… with the I SPY in the PARK sheets that are available 

free from the wall-dispenser at the back of the Discovery 

Room. Current sheets are available on Birds, Structures and 

Signs. 

Use the sheets as you walk around the large lake to see 

how many items you can spot. 
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The start of summer has brought good and bad news.  

A Mini Woodworks event was held in June in which exhibi-

tors demonstrated various wood crafts that included willow 

weaving, wood carving, planking, logging and more (see 

pages 3-5).  

The bad news was that the Park suffered a serious set-

back as a result of a theft. Much of the kit used by the 

volunteers and staff to maintain the Park was stolen (see 

page 8).  

We are waiting for the results of the Green Flag Award 

inspection with eager anticipation, hopeful that we have 

won the award for the eighth consecutive year. 

 

David Taylor, Editor (da.taylor@btinternet.com) 



The Friends of HOCP and Volunteering 

A visitor to the Friends of HOCP tombola stand at the Mini 

Woodworks event recently asked the perfectly reasonable 

question,  “where does the money you take go?”  Well the an-

swer is that, like all other revenue from Friends’ activities, 

it is all spent on the Park. Most of it goes on equipping and 

training volunteers to take on conservation tasks, buying na-

tive trees for the orchard and elsewhere, maintaining the 

Friends’ website, and funding special projects. 

The Friends of HOCP group was set up over a decade ago 

with the aim of working with the Bedford Borough Park 

Rangers to improve the environment. Currently we have over 

70 registered members.   

Some 30 or so volunteers are involved on a regular basis on 

tasks that can include heavyweight stuff like ground clear-

ance, tree felling, logging, hedging and ditch clearance. Then 

there are lighter tasks such as maintenance and repairs to 

equipment and the environment. Some take on litter picking 

and clearing dog mess while others work behind the scenes.  

People contribute what they can in terms of time. Some put 

in a few hours, others are in the Park one, two or even three 

days a week. If you want to give it a try, speak to a Park 

Ranger or come to one of the monthly Task Days (see page 

8). 



Mini Woodworks Event 

For a second consecutive year, the Park 
hosted a celebration of working with wood.  

The 13th June opened grey and damp and 

continued like that all day. Only the hardy 
turned out but they were greeted with en-

thusiasm by the demonstrators and exhibi-

tors.   

Despite the rain, the wood 
carvers worked with chisels 

and chainsaws. New this year 

were the Lancastrian wheel-
wrights. Weaving with willow 

attracted both adults and 

children with some very im-

pressive results. 

On the 14th, the skies cleared and 
the crowds came out. A saxophone 

jazz group entertained visitors with  

lively music in the afternoon. We were 

delighted that the tombola sold out. 

Congratulations to the organisers,  

especially to Janet Munro and to the 

participants. We are looking forward 

to a repeat performance next year. 



Mini Woodworks Event 

All about working 

with wood 

The Friends of 

HOCP stand 



13th & 14th June 

Wood carvers 

at work 



People in the Park  -  Doug Brittain 

Doug became an active volunteer 
in 2012. Having retired after 35 

years in the building industry, he 

wanted to get involved in some-
thing active. Living locally he had 

often walked around the park 

and it was a notice calling for 

volunteers that got him started. 

Like many recently retired people, Doug wanted to stay ac-
tive and here was an opportunity to get out in the open air, 

learn some new skills in convivial company and “put something 

back”. He first got involved by taking part in the monthly 
‘Task Days.’ These give people a chance to see what it’s like 

to be a volunteer. Liking what he saw, Doug decided he could 

give more of his time and he became a regular member of 

the group of volunteers who work in the park every Monday. 

Doug’s career had given him a multitude of practical skills 

but few that were directly related to conservation work in a 

park. Being a volunteer he has received on-the-job training 

and courses that enable him to use a range of equipment. 

 If you are thinking about volunteering - in Doug’s words, 

“Give it a try, you have nothing to lose and at the very least, 

you will enjoy a day in the open air.” 



The Boardwalk Project 

We are currently investigating the possibility of improving 
access to a part of the Nature Reserve, namely the Dragon-

fly Pond. This feature was created largely on the initiatives 

of the first group of Friends of the Park. Now we want to 
make it more accessible by constructing a boardwalk and 

viewing platform. The artist’s impression below provides a 

rough idea of what we have in mind: 

If we can raise the necessary funds, this will provide safe 
access to the pond area all  year round and will enable school 

children and the many disabled people who visit the park to 

access the area.  

 

The project is backed by Bedford Borough Council but will 

be funded mainly by the Friends so we are looking for a re-

peat of the generosity that enabled us to rebuild the bird 
hide. If you would like to contribute, please contact the 

Chairman of the Friends at da.taylor@btinternet.com or 



Activities in the Park 

Health Walks take place on a Thursday every two weeks and 

are led by a trained leader. They are extremely popular from a 

social and health point of view. No need to book, just meet outside 

the Visitors’ Centre on any of the following dates at 10.30am: 

Friends’ Task Days are held once a month for people with 

limited time or those who want to sample what it’s like to be a vol-

unteer. We provide all the kit and any necessary training. Just 

come with a packed lunch and suitable clothing. We will provide a 

drink and a convivial environment. The next Task days will be held 

from 10.00am to 3.00pm on July 27th, Aug 24th and Sept 28th. 

Please keep your eyes open 

During the second half of June, thieves stole a large 

quantity of Park equipment used by volunteers and staff!  

It was a highly professional raid and one that was likely to 

have been planned beforehand.  

 

We need your help to combat this sort of thing — please 

report any suspicious-looking characters or behaviour to 

the Park Rangers, especially any unusual nocturnal comings 

and goings.  

Thank you 



In An Emergency 

 

Emergencies can arise anywhere, whether as a result of a health 

problem or an accident. If you witness, or are involved in, any 

emergency in the Park: 

Contact the emergency services without delay  

Ring 999 from your mobile  

If this is not possible you should:  

Return to the café in the Visitors’ Centre; 

TripAdvisor 
Certificate of Excellence 

awarded to the Park for 

2015 

This is awarded to locations that consistently achieve 

outstanding traveller reviews 

Contacting the Park Rangers 

The Park Rangers have an office in the Visitors’ Centre where 

they can be reached. However, as they can be deployed either in  

the Park or elsewhere in the Borough, the office may be closed. 

Contact Richard Dowsett, Janet Munro and Nicky Monsey by 

Telephone: 01234 720016    Email: hocp@bedford.gov.uk 



 

Walking in the Country Park? 
A warm welcome awaits you at The Bell in Odell 

 

Just walk through the park along the main bridleway on to Horsefair 

Lane and 150 yards along the road you will find us serving a fine 

selection of ales, wines and excellent food. 

Under new management since March 2015. 

Voucher 

50p off 

Tea or coffee 

Valid un�l 1st Sept 2015 

 

The Bell at  

Odell 

 
Tel 01234 910850 


