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Cover Photograph

Once again this is by Trevor Sudds as are those inside the

back cover. They reflect the peace and tranquillity of the

Budget Cuts Threaten the Park

It is our understanding that Bedford Borough Council,
which owns the Park, is considering cuts to staffing in
the Park as part of a larger package of cost-cutting
measures.

The Friends of HOCP work in partnership with the Park
staff for the benefit of wildlife and visitors. If you wish
to make your views known on this issue, you can take

Pond-Dipping in the Park

The Ecology Centre in the London Borough of Kensingten and

Chelsea has given us permission to use their Pond Pack. This is a
superb collection of teaching materials developed for use with
children as part of their Key Stage 2 Science curriculum. The
Pack can be found in full and in separate printable parts on our

website at www.hocp.co.uk.



Friends of Harrold-Odell
Country Park

Carlton Road, Harrold, MK43 7DS
Tel 01234 720016

Congratulations and thanks to the staff and volunteers
who helped us win the Green Flag award for the sixth

year running.

This is the fourth edition of this Newsletter in its current
form. Judging from the speed with which copies disappear
from the Visitors' Cenfre, visitors seem to like it. To keep
it interesting, we want to respond to readers ideas for
future content. We also want to expand our band of writ-
ers. So if you have an idea for a article or you would like
to join our writing feam, please get in touch.




The Orchard Project

The great majority of people who visit the park tend to walk
round the lake, picnic or explore off the beaten track in the na-
ture reserve or other informal areas. Almost no one visits the de-
tached part of the park - for those in the know it is marked by an
apple off the north east corner of the park. It is so obscure that
it was 18 months before the present warden heard about it and
another year before he found it. It is a smallish area with a
stream running through it and was fast turning into scrub consist-

ing of blackthorn, whitethorn, bullace and elm.

I was somewhat at a loss as to what to do with the area until one
afternoon, Ruth Rignell, the now Artist in Residence, told me I
needed a community orchard. This was a light bulb moment if ever
there was one. Within a week I had organised Community Services
to start cutting back the scrub and cutting down the less inter-

esting trees.

The area just kept on getting bigger. One day I asked Alan (see
profile on page 6) to trim back a line of nettles to neaten things
off. When I next looked round he had vanished between the
boundary hedge and a dyke to clear an area that I had not planned

for.



As it happened a Friend of the Park wanted to celebrate her 70™
birthday by planting trees in the park. It seemed a good idea in-
stead to dedicate this area as "Granny's Piece” and plant interest-
ing fruits not normally found growing - let alone in supermarkets.
Each tree is labelled with its type and the grand daughter who
chose it. Medlar, quince, damson, apricot, mulberry and greengage

all now grow here with wild plum and sweet chestnut.

In the main part, old varieties of apple, pear and plum local to
Bedfordshire have been planted, along with cherries, hazel and

walnuts. A fig and grapevines succumbed.

Around 60 trees have been planted with some losses due to hard
winters; over 50 have survived. The first year I removed all the
blossom as advised and in 2011 one red plum and 5 bletted medlars
were cropped. Last year the crop improved: 8 Norfolk Beefing, 1
quince and 5 damsons were picked. There were cherries as well,
but the birds got them.



Ash Tree Update Richard Dowsett

At the beginning of November a survey found infestations of Ash
Dieback on the eastern fringes of Bedfordshire. As of May 2013
we appear to be in the middle of a Chalara-free zone about 25

miles in radius.

As spring advances the situation is likely to develop rapidly, but
one thing seems clear, that ash dieback is here to stay. It appears
to have got here naturally or accidentally - possibly through wind.

In my view eradication by felling will fail.

I would like to think that our response here at HOCP will be meas-
ured; there will be no eradication work that will compromise the
wider ecological health of the park, nor that compromises the
ability of ash trees to respond naturally to the infection. I hope
that somewhere there will be ash trees that are resistant which

will supply seed to replace diseased or dying stock.

In the long-term we need to consider what ash dieback means for
our vision of this park. After willow, ash is a fundamental compo-
nent of our woods - indeed T have been encouraging ash as a na-
tive tree to help diversify the wooded areas here. A big reduction

of living ash will therefore have ecological consequences for many



T would plan to do this in as natural a way as possible. Trees grown
from seed planted directly have always done better than those

transplanted from nurseries.

Infected trees die from the top downwards; so it is easy to see
why it appears to be only younger trees that seem to be infected.

They are a lot easier to look down on than a full-grown ash.

It is possible for me to describe the life cycle of the fungus re-
sponsible but to keep within your boredom threshold, gentle read-
er, it is only necessary to know that new leaves will look wilted in
early summer, frosted-looking in summer, dead twigs become ap-
parent through the growing season. Discolouration of the bark and
diamond-shaped lesions where leaf stalks meet the trunk are visi-

ble throughout the year. Small fungi appear on fallen twigs.

If you find any ash trees showing symptoms of Ash dieback then

please let one of the rangers know; bring a sample of the leaf and



People in the Park Alan Foster

When it comes to the Friends who vol-
unteer for conservation work, Alan's
story is special in several respects. He
is probably the longest serving member

of that band with over seven years un-

der his belt.

Alan started working at the Park as a
volunteer on the 2nd December

2005.That's a very specific date; and so

it should be because it changed Alan's

lifel

Alan had left school at the age of 14 with no qualifications and no
idea about what he wanted to do with his life. Then he met our
Head Ranger, Richard, on an 'into work' course. The result was an
invitation to visit the Park: and a year later, Alan was spending
most of the working week assisting the Rangers as an unpaid vol-
unteer. As an unqualified youngster, he spent his time doing odd

jobs, litter picking and being generally helpful.

The experience changed his outlook on life and resulted in him re-
turning to full-time learning. As a result he gained qualifications in
countryside management and fishery management. Following work
experience and more voluntary work in the Park, Alan had gained
enough expertise and skills to set up his own business in 2011. His

business card appears at the end of this article.



So what does this self-employed man who spends all his days
working in the countryside do in his spare time? He works as a vol-
unteer in HOCP and also in Priory Country Park in Bedford. Why,
you may ask? Alan loves working in the Park and especially enjoys
working with other volunteers. He is the most qualified of all the
volunteers involved in conservation work in the Park, having taken
full advantage of the courses that the Friends of the Park have
funded. As such he is an invaluable asset not only to the Rangers

but also to less experienced volunteers.

In Alan's words: "New volunteers are always welcome. No need to
worry about having little or no experience, we allocate tasks ac-
cording to what people feel they can do. Task days are meant to
be enjoyable and are good for your health. Why not come and join

us?”
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Future Events in the Park

Health Walks

Health walks take place fortnightly on Thursdays throughout
the year. Why not join us and help yourself to stay fit and
healthy.

We meet at 10.30am at the Visitors' Centre in the Park.
Each walk lasts about an hour and is guided by an experi-

enced leader.

Friends Task Days

Come and join like-minded Friends of the Park in practical

work aimed at enhancing the Park for wildlife and visitors.

All tasks start at 10.00am and finish mid-afternoon. Stay as
long as you feel inclined. Tasks vary to cater for a range of

experience and individual skills.

Please wear appropriate clothing and bring a packed lunch.



The Park in Pictures Trevor Sudds

Conservation volunteers at rest around
the camie

From industrial silt pond to a tranquil
lake for breeding swans




