


Cover Photograph by Trevor Sudds

The picture shows a length of hedging completed by the volun-
teers during one of the monthly Conservation Task Days. These

are open to all Friends.

See page 8 for more details or contact the Rangers on
01234 720016

Friends of Harrold-Odell Country Park
Committee Secretary

The Committee is looking for a volunteer to take
on the position of Committee Secretary.

If you would like to get involved in helping to develop the Park
for visitors and wildlife, this could be for you. It's a voluntary
post that involves providing secretarial support at quarterly
meetings and during the year.

If you are interested or would like further details,
please contact David Taylor on 01234 714000 or email
da.taylor@btinternet.com.
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At last we can say goodbye to the long dreary winter. The
sunshine has brought out visitors in high numbers. They
have found the Park in excellent shape thanks to the work
of the staff and the volunteers who undertake many con-
servation tasks on a regular basis. Volunteers do things
within their skill set and capabilities, sometimes working
individually or in teams. We are lucky to have a great
bunch of volunteers but there is always room for more. If
you are interested, speak to a member of staff.

Our new website at www.hocp.co.uk is now up and running
and is attracting more visitors than ever. Please use it to
keep up-to-date with events and to discover more about
the Park, its history and wildlife.

David Taylor, Editor (da.taylor@btinternet.com)




New Website Launched
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THE PARK HAS WON THE GREEN FLAG AWARD FOR
THE FIFTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR!

The Friends' new website was launched in April. It enables us to
make more information available about the Park, its history, wild-
life and activities. To view the new site go to www.hocp.co.uk as
before. You will be greeted with the screen in the illustration.

To move around the site you can

e Watch the introductory slideshow in the centre of the
screen to get a quick overview of what's available;

s Use the Quick Links on the right of the screen to get
essential information quickly or

e  Click on the buttons at the top of the screen to see Drop-
down menus that will take you to a wealth of information.



To access the bulk of information on the site you must use the
Drop-down Menus at the top of each screen. Click on any one of
these to reveal a detailed menu. Below is a simple guide to the
content of the website as it now stands.

Home
Simple website guide

Visiting the Park
Opening hours
Maps & Directions
Access
Facilities (summary)
Information Sheets
Management
Awards
Safety
Dogs in the Park

Discover the Park
Learn more
History
Archaeology
Habitats
Wildlife
Information Board

Activities
Fishing
Walking
Play Areas
Chainsaw carving
Information Sheets
Schools & groups
Safety
Dogs in the Park

Events

Calendar

Task Days
Health Walks
Special Events
Friends' Social

News & Gallery

News
Galleries
Archive

Friends

Who are we?
Becoming a Friend
Volunteering
Newsletter
Donating
Constitution
Contact us

Contact

Contact us
Links
Safety



Creating a Bluebell Woodland

The strip of woodland that lies alongside Carlton Road was origi-
nally planted to provide a shelter belt protecting Harrold village
from quarrying activities. In the early month of this year it has
been the scene of considerable activity by conservation volun-
teers under Richard's direction. They have been clearing the un-
controlled growth of many years and creating a stock of logs that
will probably last for another two years.

All this was reported at the last Friends' Committee meeting in
February. Having congratulated all concerned in the clearances,
the Committee received an exciting proposal from Ruth Clarke.
Ruth is a staunch Committee member who is known for her good,
sound ideas. It was she who was responsible for the creation of
the current bike storage area after badgering all concerned until
the job was done.

With the Shelter Belt cleared, Ruth proposed developing it as a
bluebell wood. The proposal was unanimously accepted and as we
go to print, 2,000 native English bluebell bulbs have been pur-
chased and planted by the Friends.

2,000 may sound like a lot of bulbs but
these will only cover some 45 sq ft. It will
be some time before our Shelter Belt
looks like the illustration. English blue-
bells are slow to reach flowering age—
five years in fact. So this is a 10 year
project with annual plantings.




Artist in Residence Ruth Rignall

I am currently Artist in Residence in
the Park where T walk, talk, knit and
listen.

Another everyday meaning of yarn is a §
story: to me that's an interesting part
of making an object such as a bag,
which is to be used and worn.

Ice Bag above,
Autumn Garden right

I enjoy hand knitting as an instant and portable way of responding
to the world around me and the ideas that develop from what I
see. I like the balance of control and surprise in the process of
designing the knitted piece for transforming into felt, the soft
wool yarn becoming a sturdy fabric.



Meet the Staff

Richard Dowsett Janet Munro
Park Warden Park Ranger

Richard and Janet manage the Park on a day-to-day basis. This
involves keeping the Park safe for visitors, protecting the plant
life and wildlife, undertaking conservation and maintenance work,
organising the work of volunteers and others, organising events
and much more. They work with the Friends of the Park to im-
prove the Park for both visitors and wildlife.

From a visitor's point of view, they are in the Park everyday to
» answer queries about the Park;
e provide information about the Park and forthcoming events;
* help plan visits by youth groups, schools and others;
¢ deal with emergencies.

We are very fortunate to have staff with expertise in geology,
ornithology and geography (Richard) and botany, geology, insect
and plant life (Janet). Please take advantage of their knowledge to
help you enjoy your visit to the Park.



The Park in Pictures by Trevor Sudds

Task Day
volunteers at work

Car parks full
to overflowing

Peace & tranquillity
in the river meadow



Future Events in the Park

Dates for your Diary

Bat Walk July 18th. Limited places, see website.
Friends' Social July 22nd at 6.00pm in the Park.

Friends of HOCP AGM  10.00am on July 25th. Held in the
Visitors' Centre, this is an open meeting and all are welcome. The
Friends need your support. Come along and learn what we do and
how you might be able to assist by joining the Committee which
meets quarterly.

Health Walks

These are guided walks that take place on alternate Thursdays.
Starting from the Visitors' Centre at 10.30am, they last about an
hour. Come and join us on an enjoyable walk aimed at benefiting
your health and well being.

For more information and dates see the Park notice boards, the
website or ring Janet Munro on 07585 908 821. Next walk June
20th.

Friends Conservation Task Days

Help us to improve the Park for visitors and wildlife. Tasks are
geared to individual skills, inclinations and capabilities. All the
practical work is staff-lead with tools and training provided where
necessary. Work starts at 10.00 am and finishes mid-afternoon or
when you decide. Refreshments are provided.

For more information see the website or talk to Richard Dowsett
on 01234 720016. The next Task days are on June 24th, July
29th and August 19th.



People in the Park Trevor Smith, Water Bailiff

Yes, Trevor is the Water Bailiff but to think of him only in these
terms is to make a very big mistake as he takes on much more be-
sides.

Trevor is a very special Friend of HOCP. He probably brings in
more revenue than anyone else through his logging activities, sale
of wooden goods and fishing permits. He is probably the only
Friend who can be found in the Park every day of the year come
rain or shine. Born in the Fens, he is a fount of knowledge on coun-
try matters.

From his base in the garage attached to the Visitors' Centre, Tre-
vor is your man if you are looking to buy logs, wood carvings and
other wooden items, and of course fishing permits.



