


Cover Photographs

On the front of each edition of the Newsletter we plan to have a
cover photograph that illustrates the season. Last month we
showed the new bird hide from the water. This close-up view is
denied to most visitors but Trevor Sudds took it from a boat
while a team was servicing the beehives on the island. Below are
some of Trevor's photos of the Park this winter.
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The cover photograph this month
was provided by Richard Dowsett.
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Newsletter No.17

Since the New Year, we have witnessed the Park in all
its wintry glory. The frosts and snowfalls have made it a
beautiful place for hardy visitors. However, compared
with previous years, the numbers of migrating birds have
fallen. This may be due to milder winters in their home-
lands or to a greater abundance of food in other loca-
tions.

It’s great to see the Park giving pleasure to visitors in
all sorts of weather, even in driving snow! If you are a
regular visitor, have you ever thought of becoming a
Friend of the Park? It doesn't cost anything and you can
get involved in activities that suit you. There are various
conservation tasks undertaken with the guidance of the
Rangers. Alternatively, we are always looking for new
committee members with ideas on how we might improve
the Park for visitors. See page 7 for more details.

David Taylor, Editor (da.taylor@btinternet.com)




We have an historic boundary in the Park.
Richard Dowsett, Park Ranger

After being given a present of some burnt cakes, Alfred, King of
Wessex, raised a hew army and eventually beat the Viking army
under Guthrun. So comprehensive was the victory that Guthrun
sued for peace and the boundary between English and Danish ter-
ritories was stabilised some time around 886 to 890. This bounda-
ry follows the river through the Park.

From London, the border ran up the River Lea to its source at
Leagrave. From here the obvious line is across to Watling Streeft,
a distance of about 5 miles. Instead, it follows a direct line north
to Bedford, then upstream following the River Great Ouse to the
ford at Watling Street. Walking the ground today there is no de-
finable boundary or topographic feature to be seen.

This puts Harrold, Carlton, Chellington and Odell in an interesting
position. Bedford was clearly important enough to be mentioned in
the treaty but the four villages here are clearly border outposts
controlling river crossing or crossings. All four villages are built
away from the river and not on a direct line of the present day
crossing point. Thus, there had to be further fords along the riv-
er: to Felmersham, Harrold-Carlton and Harrold-Stevington.

It also follows that the modern main roads are a later addition as
the villages are spaced out along the roads parallel to the river
and running along the lowest ferrace.
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The villages grew up at crossing points on both sides to control
trade and smuggling. Also, this road would expedite the rapid de-
ployment of defence forces protecting the border.

It would be reasonable to expect the place names of the villages
to reflect this political reality. In fact the etymologies are some-
what complex with Old English and Old Scandinavian occurring on
both sides of the river. Carlton (Viking Carl) is on the English side,
for instance.

Although the concept of Danelaw survived into Norman times, the
boundary was fluid and the Danes occupied Bedford intermittently
from approx 886 to 1010.

As you walk the river meadow today, there is no indication that an
international boundary is present. It is just possible that the
headland created by the backwater is an old part of England sub-
sumed into Danelaw.



Fishermen take notel

The current fishing season comes to an end on the 14th March.
Having taken over the management of the fishing on our two lakes
and river bank last year, the Park has seen an upsurge in fishing.
Fishermen have been rewarded with some decent catches in all
three locations. Record catches have included a 31lb carp and 171b
pike both caught in Grebe Lake. The river has recorded 14Ib bar-
bel and 5Ib chub, while Kingfisher Lake has seen catches of carp,
bream, pike and tench.

Fishing areas

Grebe Lake
River Great Ouse

Kingfisher Lake

In April the Park will start selling permits for the new season
which starts on the 16th June. Tariffs remain at the same level as
2012:

Night & day permit: £63.00; Day only — £40.00

Concessions (OAP/Junior): Night & Day — £28.80

Concessions: Day only — £16.30

Pike only: from Oct 1st — £28.80 concessions — £16.30

Passport photos are required for all permits and proof of age is
required for all concessions.



Replacement website under construction

If you have looked at the Friends' website recently, you may well
have detected a problem. The front screen and the content have
not changed since before Christmas. Technical problems have
forced us to accept that the website, in its present form, has
reached the end of its useful life.

The site was designed and created by Jamie Knight when he was a
young teenager. We owe Jamie a huge vote of thanks not only for
building the site but for maintaining it for many years.

Before the current problems occurred, the Friends’ Committee
had already decided that a new website was required. This is
needed fo accommodate our ambitious plans to provide visitors
and schools with more information and interpretive material about
the Park.

With this in mind, a new website has been commissioned from Cre-
ative-i-Designs (who designed the Chellington Centre website) and
this should become available online before Easter. You will find it
at the same address as before www.hocp.co.uk.

We have been monitoring the use of the website over the years
and we have seen its use increase steadily as visitors become
aware of its existence. At the last count, several hundred people
visited the site each month. We aim to increase the usefulness
and interest level of the new site for all concerned.

If you have any comments or suggestions about the new website
when it goes live, please contact the editor at the Park address on
page 9.



Ash Trees Under Threat

Most readers are likely to be aware of the serious disease that is
affecting ash trees throughout the UK. Chalara dieback has been
killing ash trees in Europe since 1992. What is new is that it is on
the increase in the UK. The disease causes leaf loss and crown
dieback. Currently there is no treatment and we face the pro-
spect of losing a considerable number of our native ash.

Unfortunately, the ash forms a significant part of our tree stock
in the Park. If you think you have spotted the disease in any of
our frees, note the location and report it to the Rangers, Janet
and Richard.

To help you recognise the signs, here are a selection of pictures
of the symptoms from the website of the Forestry Commission at
www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara.



The Friends of Harrold-Odell Country Park

The Friends are a voluntary group of people who actively work
to promote the activities of the Park and to provide opportu-
nities for outdoor recreation, wildlife conservation, conserva-
tional activities and educational activities.

Through our website we aim to satisfy interest in all things that
affect the Park and its flora and fauna. We also use the Friends’
website to raise awareness about countryside matters and to pro-
vide materials that will help visitors to understand and enjoy the
Park.

Through its activities and from donations, the Friends raise mon-
ey that is all put back into the Park. In the past, this has been
spent on such things as plants, equipment and specialist fraining
for Friends undertaking conservational activities on Friends’ Task
Days.

The Friends work in close co-operation with the Park Rangers and
with the staff of Bedford Borough Council who are responsible
for the management of the Park.

The Friends are administered by a small Committee that has over-
sight of the expenditure of funds raised and which plans and sup-
ports activities. Our quarterly meetings are open to all registered
Friends. We are delighted to welcome new members, so if you feel
motivated to register, please get a form from the Park Office.
Alternatively, come and participate in the next Committee meet-
ing which will be held in the Visitors' Centre at 10.00am on May
16th.



Future Events in the Park

Health walks are run fortnightly on Thursdays throughout the
year. Meet at 10.30am at the Visitors' Centre. Each walk lasts
about an hour and is guided by a trained leader.

The Green Exercise Project recently noted that
“We all need 150 minutes of exercise a week to keep us fit and
healthy. Even gentle exercise like walking improves your health

and makes you feel brighter”.

Next Health Walks:

March 14th, 28th and April 11th and 25th.

Friends' Task Days

Come and join like-minded Friends of the Park in practical work
aimed at enhancing the park for wildlife and visitors. All tasks
start at 10am and finish mid afternoon, but you need stay only as
long as you wish. Tasks vary to cater for a range of experience.
Please bring a packed lunch. Teaq, coffee & biscuits are supplied.

Next Conservation Tasks:

March 25th; April 29th; May 20th.



Advance Warning

THE GREAT
EASTER EGG HUNT
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Easter Monday
1st April

This popular annual family event will take a new form this year
S0 ....... look out for details.
These will appear on our new website at www.hocp.co.uk and
on notice boards in the Park.

Contacting the Park Rangers
To contact either of the Park Rangers, Richard Dowsett or Janet
Munro please ring them on 01234 720016 or write to Harrold-
Odell Country Park, Carlton Road, Harrold, MK43 7DS




