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On and around the lake

Wildlife in the Park - —

bryony can be seen in winter.
These berries are poisonous so
do not eat them. Other berries.

‘ rOWS 7 in the park are, blackberry, ~ 9 AN N
dewberry, and also the sloe, i ¢ 4
What here = hawthorn and rose hips. A

Trees
The wet woodland (approx. 2.67ha), is

- Birds including Grey
What LIVES here? Heron and Swan
Over 100 species have been

recorded which are attracted by
the water and wetland habitats.

Spotllg ht on the The river, lakes, silt beds, pond amongst the largest area of this rare
Grey Heron and reedbeds of the Nature habitat in North Bedfordshire, largely

_ Reserve provide permanent made up of willow, alder, poplar and ash.
Can typically be found on Heron Island, and seasonal habitat for a There are also areas of blackthorn,
along the river and in the nature reserve. large number of species. hawthorn and some oak and sycamore.

Heron Island supports a

Herons will feed on small fish, frogs, heronry and attracts large
young birds and mammals. They are humbers of cormorants.

Flowers and other plants

Nearly 200 species of plant have been
recorded. Notable species are common
broomrape, narrow leaved helleborine,

common spotted %}

solitary feeders and very patient, and
will standstill for long periods stalking
their prey.

orchid and bee
orchid. Many of
these species
benefit from the
cycle of coppicing
across the park
which creates the
right mixture of
light and habitat
for them to grow,
flower and set
seed.

Insects including butterflies
and dragonflies

16 species of dragonfly
have been recorded from
the Park, placing it in the
top 10 dragonfly sites in
Bedfordshire, only 6 sites
have more species recorded
from them. This diversity
of species reflects the
variety of habitats and
there may well be other
species present at the site
that remain un-recorded.

Quarry restoration and wildlife

Many of the Park's habitats have developed through
natural regeneration and succession since mineral
extraction ceased in 1980

The lakes and other water
bodies are man made. For
the most part the vegetation
and other communities
found within the lakes have
occurred naturally.

Grey Heron Photo ©2'010 Robert & Rhoda Burns

Reptiles
Common Frog, Common Toad and
Grass Snake are regularly seen
at the park. Common Newt and

- -
Great-crested Newt have
also been recorded.

The common frog can . %3
breathe through its s

skin. This enables it to *{X5&%
hibernate for several -
months beneath piles
of mud and decaying
leaves underwater.
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