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More than just cutting
Coppicing and Conservation in the Park

Most British broad-leaved trees, like
willow and hazel can be cut down to
the stump. They regrow producing
lots of straight stems called poles.
Willow poles can be harvested at 
different ages to produce baskets,
cart brake blocks or even artificial
limbs!

•Coppicing is an ancient type of 
forestry, woven hazel screens used 
for fishing have been dated back to 
5000 BC. 

•Coppice is a renewable source of 
wood. 

•Many species of British flora and 
fauna developed under the coppice 
management system. In the nature 
reserve narrow leaved helleborine 
and a variety of orchids are found 
in the coppice areas. 

•Coppice woodland offers a wide 
range of habitats helping a wide 
diversity of wildlife. 

•Woodlands are an important habitat 
for three-quarters of our 55 species 
of resident butterflies and the main 
habitat for 16 of them.

Coppicing
Why is it needed?

There is a long history of basket making
and growing willow for baskets across
Bedfordshire going back hundreds of years.
The conditions along the river Ouse can be
ideal for growing willow and some willow
is cut from the park to provide material
for basket making courses. One year 
old willow provides the basis 
for most baskets and can 
produce rods well over 
six feet long in a 
variety of colours.

Basket weaving

What can be Made from this?What else is done?
Charcoal
Charcoal is wood that has
been burnt with a limited
supply of oxygen so that it
chars and becomes carbon
rather than turning to ash.
In the past it was made in
turf clamps using soil. Today
we use metal kilns but the
end result is the same.

This creates our barbecue
charcoal but also has other
industrial uses and is how
drawing charcoal is made.
Willow makes the best
drawing charcoal. British
charcoal from coppice
woodlands is the best for
the environment as it
comes from a sustainable
resource and has not been
transported thousands of
miles to get here.

A hurdle is a fence panel - usually 6 feet
wide and between 3 and 6 feet high. These
have been used for creating temporary
livestock pens and shelters but today
hurdles are usually an attractive garden
feature.  Weaving a hurdle takes some
practice - especially twisting the rods
around the ends of the hurdle.  

Hurdles

Planting
Trees can be planted in newly 
coppiced areas to help increase the
number of trees. A closer density of
tree planting can help to create long
straight poles as the trees compete
for light. These are often the most
useful poles. In the park we are trying
to plant native species like hazel.

Hedgelaying
Is a traditional form of hedge management where
young trees in the hedge are cut part way through
and bent over between stakes. This forms a strong
and impenetrable boundary and also creates good
nesting places for birds and mammals. As you
walk around the park you will see where we have
laid hedges over the recent years.

Conservation and Wildlife
The larger trees in the
park provide habitat for
different wildlife and we
help this along with bird
and owl boxes and by
pollarding (cutting off
branches at a height of 
6 feet or more). 

Pollarding over a number
of years extends the life
of the trees and creates 
a tree with a big trunk. You
may even see a smaller
tree like elder growing in
the pollarded tree!
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